[Device related infections. How to identify and how to treat].
Because of the enormous increase in pacemaker and implantable cardioverter-defibrillator (ICD) implants, the number of device-related infections has also increased considerably. In fact, this increase has been out of proportion due to the higher patient age at implant, the increased co-morbidity of patients and the higher complexity of the implanted devices. Apart from few exceptions the infection of a pacemaker or ICD requires complete explantation of the whole system with adjunctive antibiotic therapy. The diagnosis of device infection, the indication and different options for therapy are thoroughly discussed in this article according to the current status of knowledge.